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Strengthehed Academic Cooperation between KMITL

and SNCT

Former Vice President King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkraban

Ruttikorn Varakulsiripunth

On behalf of King Mongkut’s Institute of
Technology Ladkrabang (KMITL), Thailand, I
would like to extend my sincere congratulations to
the faculty and staff members of Sendai National
College of Technology (SNCT), Japan on the truly
special occasion of its 50th anniversary celebration.
It is a great honor and a pleasure for me to be a
part of this commemorative event. I am especially
happy that KMITL has such an esteemed
relationship with SNCT in which successful
academic programs and activities have prospered
since 2006.

The official academic cooperation agreement
between KMITL and SNCT was signed on 10th
March 2006, when the former president of SNCT,
Prof. Dr. Mitsunobu Miyagi visited KMITL. Since
then, the students and staff exchange program has
been performed effectively and it has become the
strong foundation for global academic agreement
between KMITL and KOSEN from 2011. I am
very pleased that the academic cooperation and
collaboration have been able to expand to all
KOSENS in Japan since then.

The faculty members and students of KMITL,
who visited SNCT for research or exchanges,
always informed that SNCT has a wonderful
research environment and educational systems.
Moreover, the hospitality from the faculty and staff
members of SNCT was so kind and friendly. I am
extremely grateful for the sisterhood relationship
established with SNCT and would like to see the
continuous cooperation with various programs for
our mutual benefit in the future.

One of the highlight cooperation is the 2nd

International Symposium on Technology for

Sustainability (ISTS2012) which was co-organized
by KMITL and SNCT in Bangkok, Thailand on 21-
24 November 2012. The symposium operated
successfully as the general forum for enhancing
dialogue and collaboration among students,
researchers and faculty members.

The world has been shifting towards the era of
“Mutual Benefit Community~ , in which the
mindset of global citizen beyond the nations is
respected. In such a world where coexistence with
people of different ethnic group, culture and
religion is emphasized, the demand to the higher
education institution is to lead such international
relationships. In this perspective, to contribute to
the further development of Thailand and Japan by
collaborating with SNCT is the great pleasure for
KMITL.

Over the last half a century, SNCT has
accomplished great things and his missions in the
education and is to be commended on its strategy
and vision. KMITL is proud to support and be a
part of this historic and momentous occasion, and I
wish you all the best as it embarks on the next 50
years of groundbreaking academic achievements.

Finally, I truly hope that KMITL and SNCT will
enjoy future prosperity, maintaining our strong

partnership in the years to come.
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Activities in Technology

Principal lecturer, Production Technology Helsinki Metropolia University of Applied Sciences IIEEEEMSR  ErEERms S5

Arto Haapaniemi

14 years of co-operation with Japanese NCTs

From the year 2000 Helsinki Metropolia University of
Applied Sciences (HMUAS) and its forerunners have
enjoyed fruitful and widening co-operation with Japanese
National Colleges of Technologies - TNCT of Tokyo and
SNCT of Sendai as well as other five NCT s of Tohoku
region.

First contracts were signed in 2002 between Stadia in
Finland and Miyagi NCT and Tokyo NCT in Japan. First
five Finnish students went for exchange to Japan in the
year 2000. Teacher and staff exchanges became active
around 2008.

Some 80 students from Helsinki have already enjoyed the
exchange in Japan, about half of them in Tokyo and half in
Sendai.

The exchanges of Finnish students from HMUAS to
Sendai have lasted from three to six months, from
September till March. Students from Japan have stayed in
Finland between one and five months. There have been
students from several different degree programs. Today
the number of students each year is four to Helsinki and
four to Sendai.

Japanese students are coming to Helsinki around the
20th of August because most of foreign exchange students
arrive at that time. So they can attend the orientation week
at end of August and get to know each other. Then they
have a chance to enter different study programs from the
very beginning - school year starts in the beginning of
September.

Mostly the students have been working on projects
during their stays in either country. They have
concentrated on applied R&D (research and development)
project works because of the language barrier as well in
Japan as in Finland. Project subjects have been given by
the Japanese professors and Finnish professors have been
tutoring the students during their stay in Helsinki and the
same applies with the Finnish students’ stays in Japan.

English can be used as a common language in Helsinki
but not yet so much in Sendai. Before going to Japan the
Finnish students must study Japanese language, culture
and history for a minimum of one year.

Students both in Helsinki and in Sendai have written
reports and presented the results of their studies in English
at the end of the exchange period.

The teacher and staff exchange has also taken place.
During the years there have been several Japanese
delegations in Finland and from Helsinki there have been
some nine visits (six different professors giving lecturers) in
Sendai. Finnish professors have stayed approximately two
weeks each in Japan. They have been lecturing on technical
topics. The number of the Japanese students attending the
lectures has grown during the years.

Future challenges Students

Student exchanges should take place according to the
semester schedule of the receiving university. Then it will
be possible for the students to better integrate into the
studies of the receiving university. It would be good if the

168

study plans could be agreed mutually already prior to the
beginning of the exchange period.

We believe that a good arrangement for the students
would be to work in the same project together with
students from other countries. However, many times the
student’ s study project has been an independent work
not so much related to the work of other students around.
So there is a danger to become isolated from the other
students. It would also be beneficial for the students to do
their internship in the industrial companies during the stay.

The most important question still remains - How to make
national students and foreign exchange students really
working together during their everyday studies?

Teachers and staff

There are many challenges for staff exchanges, too. We
have proposed making a list of interested and motivated
members of teachers and staff who are willing to be active
between Japan and Finland. From the list the receiving
university can choose the ones that they will find
interesting.

We prefer annual staff exchanges to both directions. The
number of internationally oriented people is still very small
and should be increased at least in Helsinki. We need a
special program for the internationalization of the teachers
and staff.

Now visits abroad will usually last one or two weeks.
Only intensive courses can be taught in such a short time.
Teaching could also be a part of some common regular
courses like English, mathematics, physics, etc. or subjects
of technology of different fields. Future will bring longer
periods of stay for the teachers and staff.

Common R&D projects between Japanese and Finnish
counterparts should be one of the most important goals for
the future. It will give better opportunities for applying
outside money for instance from EU (European Union) or
from national sources.

Surrounding industrial companies should be more closely
integrated into the R&D as well as into the study programs
and internationalization. Not only the students but also the
teachers and staff (together with the students) should have
the opportunity for the internship in domestic and foreign
industries.

HMUAS is now under a heavy transformation process as
are all the other UASs of Finland. There will be new
legislation for UASs in power from the beginning of 2014.
This will cause many dramatic changes in curriculums and
study programs.

Students will have more flexibility in selecting the
programs as well as in changing from a selected program
to another. New legislation effects in many different ways
on the studies as well as on opportunities for demanding
and fruitful international co-operation.

How could we successfully teach technology and related
subjects in the future? More than 10 years of co-operation
between Sendai and Helsinki has shown that we can find
the answers and best practices together!

Congratulations for the 50th Anniversary!
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